OF SOUTH CAROLINA

to ascertain whether or not the tax imposed by this section has been
paid.
(k) Any person violating any of the provisions of this section, a
penalty for which is not otherwise provided, shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of
not more than Two Hundred ($200.00) Dollars or by imprison-
ment for not more than six (6) months, or both: PROVIDED, That,
in addition to the penalty imposed in conformity to tie above, the
user shall be required to pay all taxes and penalties due the State
under this section.
(i) The excise tax, and penalties imposed hereunder shall con-
stitute a first preferred lien upon any motor vehicle in which fuel
taxable hereunder is used, said lien attaching at the time such ve-
hicle is operated in this State through the use of such fuel. Said lien
shall not be removed until the excise tax, and penalties are paid or
the property subject to the lien is sold in payment thereof, and shall
be paramount to all private liens or encumberances of whatever char-
acter, and to the rights of any conditional vendor or any other holder
of the legal title in or to any such motor vehicle.
(in) The Commission, whenever it deems it necessary to insure
compliance with any provision of this Section or any rule or regula-
tion prescribed and adopted under this section, may require any
person subject to the excise tax imposed hereunder to deposit with it
such security as it may determine. Such security may be sold by the
Commission at public sale if it becomes necessary so to do in order
to recover any amount due hereunder. Notice of such sale may be
served upon the person who deposited such security personally or
by registered mail at least ten (10) days before such sale is made.
Upon any such sale, the surplus, if any, above the amount due here-
under shall be returned to the person who deposited the security.
(n) Before registering any motor vehicle, the South Carolina High-
way Department shall ascertain from the applicant for such registra-
tion whether or not the motor vehicle sought to be registered is pro-
pelled by a fuel, the use of which is subject to the excise tax imposed
hereunder. If it shall be ascertained that a motor vehicle is propelled
by the use of a fuel taxable hereunder, the Highway Department shall
notify the Commission in writing.
(o) For the purpose of administration and enforcement of this ar-
ticle, the provisions of Section 2521-2554, inclusive, Code of Laws
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